
Algonquin District Presents: 

 

Kon -Tiki 2019 

September 21, 2019 

Durland Scout Reservation at Clear Lake 

Adventures at Sea 

 

 
 

In 1947, Thor Heyerdahl, a Norwegian adventurer and ethnologist, with 5 intrepid crewmates, 

set sail from Peru for the South Pacific. Their goal: to determine that South American people 

traveling from East to West, across the vast Pacific, on unsteerable balsa-wood rafts, drifting at 

the mercy of ocean currents and the wind would take them to Polynesia.  

 

So Heyerdahl built the Kon-Tiki and named it after the pre-Inca sun god. The 18-by-45-foot deck 

was made of nine balsa trunks lashed with hemp rope. A 29-foot A-frame mast held a 15-by-18-

foot mainsail and a topsail. The raft also had a mizzen sail and a long steering oar at the stern. 

A small cabin and the deck were made of bamboo. No metal was used in the construction. 

 

Heyerdahl’s drift theory was undone by archaeological and linguistic evidence showing that 

navigators from Tahiti had traveled these ocean waters in the 1300’s AD.  Micronesian  Master 

Navigator Pius Mau Piailug demonstrated this achievement by using his profound skill for 

reading the night sky and the ocean swells and safely guided the massive ocean-going canoe 

Hōkūleʻa from Hawaii to Tahiti in 1974. 

 



Scouts USA, and Girl Scouts are welcome to build a raft and join the adventure of sailing their 

creation on Clear Lake at the Durland Scout Reservation in Putnam Valley. Cubs & Webelos 

are welcome to observe.  

 

BOTH SCOUTS RACING MUST BE CERTIFIED BSA SWIMMERS and pfd’s (provided) are 

required at all times on or near water.  Lifeguards and chase boats are provided for safety.  

Units leaders need not complete “Safety Afloat”, but training is always encouraged. The number 

of racing slots each troop intends to use must be pre-booked to allow scheduling. Kon-Tiki 

patrols are required to build their own rafts for the challenge, but owning a raft is not necessary 

for getting Scouts into the races. There may be rafts frompast Kon-Tiki’s that may be used or 

newly constructed by the patrol is the objective of our event.  Patrols must still provide the 

firewood, on-raft fireproof cooking area,pancake batter may be pre-made ashore, any additional 

touches to the standard pancake will also score high marks for that patrol. Participants must 

build a wood-fire and camp stoves of any sort are not permitted on the raft 

 

Contemporary ‘flotation’ (not balso logs!) are the preferred raft building material. Styrofoam 

blocks, 30-gallon plastic barrels sourced at car washes, 4-gallon buckets from bakeries, milk 

jugs and 2-liter soda bottles all work well. Guidelines, building tips and rules can be found under 

the Resources tab at http://www.wpcbsa.org/Event.aspx?id=3064. A limited supply of “Flotation 

materials” may be obtained by contacting Bill Langham. A raft-building workshop will be held 

Saturday August 10 from 10AM - 12:30PM in Rye.  

 

Event Fee: $15 per person The chief architect for the Kon-Tiki races in Algonquin 

District was the much beloved Scouter and Scoutmaster Troop 8 Scarsdale, and 

Campmaster, Anthony J. Paterno. Fee  includes a patch and a donation to the 

Anthony Paterno Pavillion Fund. 
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